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Justice and fairness

Fairness of income, fairness of 
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Social 
benefits and 
services 
lead to a
more equal
society
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Basic Income

Some countries are currently talking about introducing a basic 
income scheme. A basic income scheme includes all of the 
following: 

• The government pays everyone a monthly income to cover essential living 
costs.

• It replaces many other social benefits
• The purpose is to guarantee everyone a minimum standard of living.
• Everyone receives the same amount regardless of whether or not they are 

working.
• People also keep the money they earn from work or other sources.
• This scheme is paid for by taxes. 
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Basic income – GNI per capita

GNI per capita, PPP (current international $)
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Basic income – GINI index

GINI Index (World bank estimates)
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Basic income – Role of government

The government should take measures to 

reduce differences in income levels.
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Who is in favour of basic income in Ireland?
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Basic income support by age group
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Basic income support by HH income decile

Lowest Highest



Basic income support by HH income decile

Lowest Highest

Poland



Not at
all

likely

Not 
very
likely

Likely Very
likely

How likely not enough money for household 
necessities next 12 months



Not at
all

likely

Not 
very
likely

How likely not enough money for household 
necessities next 12 months

Likely Very
likely



Not at
all

likely

Not 
very
likely

How likely not enough money for household 
necessities next 12 months

Likely Very
likely

United Kingdom





In favour of a European social benefit
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Summary

Strong association with age and gender 

Weaker association with income and education

Higher support for EU social benefit scheme

Relevance of beliefs about inequality and RoG



More…

The Past, Present and
Future of European
Welfare Attitudes

Meuleman et al. 2018
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